Research Before the Interview
What to Know about the Company
Once you've located several research sources, you need to know what to know. Basic facts you'll have easy access to—and that employer will expect you to know—include the following: 

· Size of the company (Do they have 50 employees or 5,000?) 

· Nature of the products and/or services offered (Do they consult technology companies or manufacture glassware?) 

· Target market (Are their clients other businesses or consumers? What characteristics do their customers have?) 

· General company history (Have they been around 50 years or 5 months? Have they merged or been acquired by other companies?) 

· Company competitors (Who are the leaders in their industry?) 

· Specific information about various departments that your position would relate to (Marketing, IT, Accounting. Which departments are most profitable?) 

· Company environment and culture (Cubicles and casual Fridays or buttoned-up blue suits?) 

· Recent news about the company (Mergers? Layoffs? New products? Expansion to other countries?) 

· Information from the company prospectus or annual report (public, private, profitable?) 

· Company and Other Web Sites. For starters, zoom to the company's website and get right to the source. Many corporate sites have an "employment" or "careers" link especially for job seekers. Not only will you find current openings and application information, they all feature extensive information on the corporate culture and philosophies, plus plenty of details on their operations. Read everything from company philosophy to media releases to executive bios. So much to see, all in just a few clicks. It's inexcusable not to know this information inside out.

· To research the company outside of its Web Site, check out Hoovers.com , Vault.com , and Wetfeet.com . These sites have extensive information about companies and industries. For an executive look at the business world, and for a comprehensive view, visit ceoexpress.com . This handy site is short on visual appeal but rocks on content. You can always count on Yahoo! Simply type in a company name and Yahoo! can provide a profile, stock prices, and recent news about the company.

